BRIEF ESSAY CONTEST – SUMMER 2011
on 

Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder
Grand Prize:
All your first semester books paid for (up to $600) in our Campus Bookstore
1st Runner Up:
$200 towards books in our Campus Bookstore

What is the Summer Reading Program?

The purpose of this program is to set the academic tone for new students, to encourage intellectual interaction among first –year students, their peers, and faculty, and to provide an enhanced sense of community for the campus.  After reading the book over the summer, students will discuss it during August Orientation, attend a presentation on campus by someone who works closely with Paul Farmer, and return to several of the book’s themes throughout the academic year both in Freshman Seminar classes and in extra-curricular events.
What is the summer reading book selection?

This year, we have chosen Mountains Beyond Mountains by Tracy Kidder. Each first-year student will receive a complimentary copy of the book.

About the Book: 

A review by Abraham Verghese in the New York Times Book Review included these remarks:
“Mountains Beyond Mountains  is inspiring, disturbing, daring and completely absorbing.  It will rattle our complacency; it will prick our conscience.  One senses that Farmer's life and work has affected Kidder, and it is a measure of Kidder's honesty that he is willing to reveal this to the reader.”
Contest Essay Topic:
Our Freshman Seminar classes all address three themes during the academic year – Education and Work in the Fall semester, and Values in the Spring semester.  Write an essay in which you discuss the role played by one of these themes in  Mountains Beyond Mountains.  Below are some questions to stir your thinking.

Education

1. What role does education play in the life of Paul Farmer?  In what ways is this similar to the role education plays in your own life?  In what ways is it different?
2. How important are, respectively, formal (book and school) and informal (friends, community) education for Farmer?  What do you see as valuable in these two types of education?

Work
1. Are you surprised by Farmer’s career choice?  Why or why not?
Values
1. What do you owe to yourself as an individual? What do you owe to your family? Your nation? Your society? How might Paul Farmer answer these questions?
Length:  750 words
Format:
· Typed, double-spaced, 1” margins, 12 pt. font, using MLA format 
· Name in upper right hand corner of first page
· Title centered over first line of text 

Due:  No later than August 5, 2011
Submit to:
freshmanessay@msmary.edu as a Word attachment 

(Subject line of Email: Essay Contest)
